THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
why he did so he never discussed with me. I know, however,
that his relations with his superior officers on the Eastern
field of action had never been congenial. He was always
regarded as a foreign intruder who had no proper place in
the Army of the Potomac and whose reputation, won in the
West, was to be discredited. Whenever he did anything that
gave, the slightest chance for criticism, he could count upon
being blamed without mercy. I have seen a despatch addressed
to him by General Pope during the Bull Run campaign in which
he was severely censured for having given insufficient or in-
correct information and made faulty dispositions. In his reply
he insisted upon the correctness of his conduct, and asked, if
General Pope was dissatisfied with him, to be relieved of his
command. General Pope did not relieve him, and it turned out
that the information Sigel had given was truthful and his
movements proper. General Halleck, then in chief command
of the armies of the United States, seems to have persecuted
him with especial bitterness, which is said to have been owing
to the unauthorized and much-regretted publication of a pri-
vate letter of General Sigel to his father-in-law in which Gen-
eral Halleck was severely criticised. Halleck's bitterness went
so far that in one of his official utterances, he said: " Sigel ran
away. He has never done anything else." The officers and men
of the corps heard of General Sigel's departure with keen sor-
row. General Hooker selected Major General Howard as com-
mander of the Eleventh Corps. In various writings I have
since seen it stated that General Hooker made that appoint-
ment to prevent me from remaining at the head of the corps.
I had been promoted to a major-generalship on March 14,
1863, and when Sigel left, the command of the corps fell tem-
porarily to me as the ranking officer, and Sigel strongly recom-
mended me for the permanent command. It appeared to me
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